GERMANY'S 'NEW ORDER'
On the other hand, while the resources of the
German people were being mobilized, measures
were taken even in peace to limit the choice of
goods which could be bought with the money still
available to the German consumer. Germany's
foreign exchange was required to purchase materials
to supply her war machine, or to form war reserves.
It could not be used to provide materials for the
satisfaction of normal consumers5 demands. In a
recent lecture1 General Thomas, chief of the War
Economic and Armaments Office in the German
High Command, was quite frank about the aims of
Nazi economics. He emphasized that the organiza-
tion of the German armed forces on a war economy
basis during the years of peace was the making of
the effective instrument for war, and among the
decisive factors of war economic organization he
stressed reserves of raw materials and facilities for
the requisitioning of raw materials that were lack-
ing. The war-time system of rationing and regula-
tions is only an extension of the system that already
existed in Germany. In fact, Germans themselves
have admitted that from an economic point of view
the transition from peace to war conditions was
hardly noticeable.2
The Balkans
The German system of exploitation has extended
beyond the borders of Germany under different
forms. The economy of the Balkan countries was
for some years before the war being adapted to
1 Reported in the Volkischer Beobachter, i Dec. 1940.
a The German policy of economic self-sufficiency ('autarky')
and its effect on the German consumer in the years before this
war are fully discussed in Professor A. G. B. Fisher's pamphlet
Economic Self-sufficiency (No. 4 of this series).